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Take a walk down memory lane in the 70th annual Bandon Cranberry Festival 
titled, “Cheers to 70 Years: A toast to seven decades of Cranberry Festivals.” 

For this milestone festival, local businesses, service clubs and organizations are invited to 
parade through town decked in regalia reminiscent of any festival theme from the past seven 
decades. Early festival organizers didn’t assign theme titles until the 11th festival, in 1957, with 
“Songs of the Sea.” The following seven decades saw numerous titles with watery titles about 
the sea, surf, the ocean and boating. Continued on page 2



Cont. from page 1

Several past theme nominations evoked a holiday 
mood: “Vacation Time,” in 1959, “Cranberry Carnival” in 
1972, “Mardi Gras” in 1975 and 2003, and “40th Cele-
Berry-Action” in 1986. 

Those who like themes with a little music and drama 
can choose from references to blues, hop, jive, swing, 
Broadway, follies, or the 1983 title “Lights, Action, 
Cranberries.” The 1990s saw a run of rhymed themes, 
including “Cranberry Jive in ‘95,” “It’s Cranberry Heaven 
in ‘97,” and “It’s a Cranberry Date in ‘98.”

Join the Parade Saturday morning, September 10.

Got an old festival parade float sitting in your garage or 
barn? Now’s the time to dust it off. 

“You could be the first in festival history to win twice 
with the same float,” said Anthony Zunino, chairman for 
the event committee.

Zunino looks forward to an eclectic revival of past 
themes. Since any decade is up for grabs, parade 
organizer Rushel Reed hopes to see some mid-century 
glam, such as 1940s gangster zoot suits. 

Businesses are encouraged to register their parade 
entry in advance. Categories include band or music, 
float, vehicle, and animal. Parade judges award ribbons 
in each category, plus a Grand Marshal best of show 
award. 

Local artisans, crafters and food vendors are invited 
to reserve booth space in the festival market.

The festival draws the largest attendance of any 
Bandon community event, with approximately 12,000 
residents and visitors in town through the weekend. 

Vendor booth spaces are reserved for food, beverage, 
art and hand-crafted products. Booth entries are juried, 
and the number of entries is limited. Booth prices vary 

by product type, 
and electricity 
is available by 
advance request. 

Not-for-profit 
organizations serving Oregon’s South Coast residents 
are invited to take advantage of complimentary booth 
space at the Bandon Cranberry Festival in exchange for 
providing a family-friendly activity. All booths must be 
staffed from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and Sunday.

The 2016 Cranberry Festival Food Fair is set 
for September 9 and 10, at the Old Town Marketplace.

Cranberries grown on the southern Oregon coast have 
inspired local cooks and chefs for generations. Deep 
red and tart with a hint of sweetness, they delivery a 
tongue-teasing surprise to everything from sauces to 
side dishes and entrées.

Cranberry cooks are invited to whip up their best 
cranberry concoction and enter the Queen of the 
Kitchen contest. Choose from a variety of food 
categories in adult and youth entry divisions.

Festival info. and event registration at 
bandon.com/cranberry-festival.

Keep your feet in the stirrups!
Cycle Oregon comes to Bandon September 12

On the Monday following Cranberry Festival, expect  
to welcome 2,000 or more Cycle Oregon riders for 
a one night stay in Bandon before they head south 
to Gold Beach. Event organizers provide meals and 
entertainment, but many riders will leave the city park 
camp site to visit shops and restaurants. 

This one-day tourism boost is part of Cycle Oregon’s 
goal for its host communities. Business owners are 
encouraged to stock up and prepare staff for our 
guests. 

Chamber members can also show support with a 
welcome sign. Pick up signs at the Bandon Visitors 
Center to display in your business.
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Bandon Chamber of Commerce, Pacific View Assisted Living & Memory Care, Olivia’s Cottage 

Auntie Em’s Floral & Gifts
Bandon Coffee Café
Bandon IT
Bandon Mercantile
Bandon Professional Center
Bandon Property Sales
Bandon Well & Pump Company
Beach Loop Realty, LLC
Big Wheel General Store
Billy Smoothboars
Broken Anchor Bar & Grill
Cardas Audio
Coast Line Auto Body
Devon’s Boutique
Dr. Andrew J. Oas, DMD
Edgewaters Restaurant 

Edward Jones
Juul Insurance Agency
MaryAnn Soukup, CPA
Port of Bandon
Second Street Gallery
Southern Coos Health Foundation
Tony’s Crab Shack
Wheelhouse & Crow’s Nest Lounge 

Arcade Tavern
Bandon Baking Company
Bandon Bookkeeping Service
Bandon Card and Gift
Bandon Crossings
Brewed Awakenings

By the Sea Treasures
Chas Waldrop Real Estate
Foley’s Irish Pub
Goddard Energy
The Laurel Vintage Home & 
Garden
The Minute Café
Old Town Pizza and Pasta
Ray’s Food Place
Riverview Kennels
Sage Place
Sharen Strong, DMD
Sweet Insurance Agency
The Toy Room
Wayne Strong Construction
Winter River Books

Court Scholarships

The Bandon Cranberry Festival Committee and Bandon Chamber of Commerce 

are pleased to thank Wild Rivers Coast Alliance for 2016 title sponsorship. 

Wild Rivers Coast Alliance is the philanthropic organization associated with 

Bandon Dunes Golf Resort. All net proceeds from the Bandon Preserve course are 

dedicated to grant making by the alliance. 

The Bandon Cranberry Festival is only one of many projects supported by the 

alliance. Since its inception in 2011, WRCA has focused more than $2.5 million on local 

projects that promote conservation, the local community and the economy. 

Learn more at wildriverscoastalliance.com.
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Meet 2 Tourism Professionals
Now Working with Oregon Coast Businesses

IntroductIon to davId Lacey, South coaSt deStInatIon coordInator 
by Marcus Hinz, Executive Director, Oregon Coast Visitors Association

David brings with him a cumulative record of 
accomplishments gained through the coordination 
of several past region-wide projects and campaigns 
on the South Coast; in addition to his hard-earned 
experience as a tourism business owner. 

The South Coast Destination Coordinator position 
will play an essential collaborative role for much of 
the work which is already in motion. This position 
is intended to increase South Coast capacity, to 
identify and prioritize tourism community needs, 
convene relevant stakeholders and facilitate 
collaborative processes in determining the best 
courses of action. The resulting tourism products 
will then be carried forth by David as content for 
The People’s Coast and Travel Oregon marketing 
networks, in addition to other marketing channels. 

This new position was designed in partnership 
with the Wild Rivers Coast Alliance and stems from 
the Rural Tourism Studio conducted by Travel 
Oregon just a few short years ago. 

I extend much gratitude to all of you for your 
passionate commitment to building a sustainable 
tourism industry on the South Coast.

“I am excited to work with 
so many great people and 
businesses to promote 
sustainable growth in our 
tourism economy in a way 
that protects the natural 
beauty that makes our area 
so special. Everybody loves 
the south coast, some just 
don’t know it yet!”
–David Lacey

MILeS PhILLIPS joInS oregon State unIverSIty extenSIon

“We are thrilled to have Miles Phillips join Oregon State University 
Extension in the newly created Associate Professor of Tourism and Business 
Development. He will work coast-wide, but primarily on the south coast, with 
businesses, local governments, and citizens to provide regional coordination, 
applied research, and expert training around sustainable tourism 
development,” said Eric Dunker, regional administrator for the OSU Extension 
Division of Outreach and Engagement.

Miles Phillips initiated the Extension Nature Tourism Program at Texas A&M 
University and has more than 15 years of experience as an Extension Program 
Specialist developing high-quality, impactful nature tourism programs that 
meet the needs of local people, businesses and agencies. He has secured 
over $2 million dollars in external funding support for Extension programs 
and has been the chair of the National Extension Tourism Design Team for 
the last four years. He also has seven years of experience working in project 
management and consulting in the private business sector. 

Miles embraces new technologies in developing, delivering, and evaluating 
his programs and has accepted invitations to collaborate and extend his 
nature programming in the U.S. and abroad. Most recently, Miles generated 
a $1.1 million dollar contract to develop the Long Acres Ranch Nature 
Tourism Center for Research and Demonstration near Richmond, TX. This 
center has already resulted in unique collaborations between many university 
departments and programs, including international programs in Canada and 
Antigua, other groups such as the Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, and 4-H, and other 

Bandon Visitors Center
& Chamber Office  

~
Open Daily

Spring & Summer Hours
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

 ~
300 Second Street 

Bandon, Oregon
541-347-9616
bandon.com
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