
MORE COMMUNITY EVENTS at bandon.com/events

Women’s Health Day 
Hosted by Southern Coos Hospital & Health Center
Sat., Feb. 4, 8:30 a.m.
Bandon Community Center
1200 11th St SW, Bandon
Registration & info. southerncoos.org

Coastal Tourism Presentation 
Bandon Chamber Professional Enrichment
Wed., Feb. 8, 1 p.m.
Bandon Professional Center Conference Room
1010 First St. SE, Bandon
bandon.com/professional-enrichment-2017

Website RFP Workshop
Bandon Chamber Professional Enrichment
Tues., Feb. 14, 1 p.m.
Bandon Professional Center Conference Room
1010 First St. SE, Bandon
bandon.com/professional-enrichment-2017

Artrageous!
Presented by Bandon Showcase
Tues., Feb. 14, 7:30 p.m.
Sprague Community Theater
1202 11th St. SW, Bandon
Ticketing info. bandonshowcase.org

Gorse Blossom Festival
Fri. - Sun., Feb. 17, 18, 19
Old Town Marketplace
250 1st St SW, Bandon
Tickets & info. gorseblossomfest.com

The Bite of Bandon
Bandon Community Youth Center Benefit
Sat., March 4, 6 p.m.
Bandon Community Center
1200 11th St SW, Bandon
Info. 541-347-8336

Feb-March 2017
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Taste and sip the flavors of the Oregon Coast. Bandon hosts the first annual Gorse 
Blossom Festival during President’s Day weekend, February 17 through 19, 2017. 

If you think you’ve 
discovered all the flavors of the 
southwestern Oregon region, 
the Gorse Blossom Festival 
may offer some surprises for 
your taste buds. Inside the Old 
Town Marketplace, guests will 
find three days of Oregon beer 
and wine samples and tasty 
bites from local restaurants. 
Hear live music from Southern 
Oregon Coast bands, and 
discover quirky entertainment 
that you won’t find anywhere 
else. 

Tickets for the festival 
are $15 per day, including a 
commemorative growler or 
wine glass. Weekend passes, 
for $60, include admission to 
the Oregon Coast Film Festival 
and Bloody Mary Hangover 
Stroll.

OUT & ABOUT IN BANDON
Outside the festival, it’s just 

a short jaunt to Bandon’s Old 
Town shops. There’s time to 
check out the Oregon Coast 
Film Festival, and enjoy some 
stellar views of the Coquille 
River and Pacific coastline.

When the festival ends 
at 6 p.m. each night, the fun 
continues with wine and 
brew maker dinners at local 
restaurants. 

Alloro Wine Bar and 
Restaurant will offer a 
winemaker dinner with insights 
on each vintage provided by 
Abacela Winery winemakers.  

Brewmaker dinners are 
offered at The Loft Restaurant, 
featuring Arch Rock Brewing; 
and Billy Smoothboars, 
featuring Pelican Brewing 
Company. Or, reserve a 

table for the four course prix 
fixe dinner at Edgewaters 
Restaurant featuring pairings 
from King Estate Wines.

Sunday starts with a breath 
of fresh air in the Bloody Mary 
Hangover Stroll. Grab a glass 
and a t-shirt and start your 
tour of Old Town. Customize 
your gigantic beverage with a 
variety of spices, sauces and 
garnishes– even Oregon Coast 
prawns. Finish your Sunday 
morning exercise with locally 
made vodka from Stillwagon 
Distillery.

GORSE BLOSSOMS
Curious about the festival 

title and the blossoms that 
inspired it?  

Gorse, also known as Furze, 
is an invasive, thorny evergreen 
shrub. It’s highly flammable, 
painful to the touch, and a 
challenge to abate. 

Bandon has some incredible 
resources for dealing with 
the plant, including the Gorse 
Action Group. They’ll be at 
the festival, along with others, 
providing some not-so-fun 
facts and education about the 
plant. They’ll share information 
on the invasive species and 
how to stop the spread of it.

TICKETS, ETC.
The Gorse Blossom Festival 

kicks off Friday, February 17 at 
the Old Town Marketplace, 250 
First Street SW, in Bandon. 

Event details and tickets 
are available online. Visit 
the festival website at 
gorseblossomfest.com. 

Or call Rushel Reed, 541-
297-5806, for more information.



Travel Oregon, in partnership with a local steering 
committee, will host a series of workshops Jan. - April 2017 
in the Southern Oregon Coast region– including Reedsport, 
Winchester Bay, North Bend, Coos Bay, Charleston, Bandon 
and the communities of the Coquille River Valley. 

This professional development program, designed to 
bolster your community’s tourism economy, offers hands-
on planning and product development workshops rich in 
information and networking opportunities. More information 
online: 

bandon.com/rural-tourism-studio-2017

Upcoming Sessions

Feb. 21 & 22 
Adventure Travel & Outdoor Recreation

March 21 & 22 
Culinary & Agritourism 

Rural Tourism Studio 2017

Bandon Chamber of Commerce board directors provide 
direction and advocate for economic development and 
community vitality in Bandon, Oregon. They communicate 
directly with city and state officials to promote business-
friendly policy and development. Our 11-member board is 
elected by chamber members.

Elections are held annually, in April, for open board positions. Bandon Chamber 
members interested in board positions must be members in good standing for at 
least one year. Register interest in writing with a letter of petition signed by five other 
members in good standing. Petitions should be mailed or delivered to the Chamber 
of Commerce by the third week in March, addressed to the chamber president, 
Chris Powell.

Board directory online: bandon.com/who-we-are

2017 Chamber Board Elections
2 open positions in April 2017
Register interest by March 24

Bandon Visitors Center
& Chamber Office  

~
Open Daily

Fall & Winter Hours
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 ~
300 Second Street 

Bandon, Oregon
541-347-9616
bandon.com

2016-17 Board Officers

President
Chris Powell

Past President
Margaret Pounder

Secretary
Angela Cardas

Treasurer
Dan Barnett

2016-17 Board Directors
Peter Bauer
Scott McEachern
Rushel Reed
Kevin Shaw
Jim Wakeman
Matthew Whitmer
Anthony Zunino

Executive Director
Julie Miller

Legal Counsel
Robert S. Miller III

Want to refer a colleague to the Bandon 
Chamber of Commerce? New and returning 
members can sign up and pay online. 
The starting rate of membership for sole 
proprietor businesses with fewer than four 
employees is only $185 per year. 

Check out our new application: 
bandon.com/join-the-chamber.

Joining the Bandon Chamber Just Got Easier
New or returning members can sign up online
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100 Strong Bandon is made up of women just like you who want to improve the lives of those 
living in Bandon by joining funds with other women to make a real impact in just one hour, four 
times each year. 

All of the members of our 100 Strong Bandon giving 
circle are volunteers. 100 Strong does not keep any 
of the money that is collected. 100% of your donation 
goes directly to the selected charity! 

100 Strong Bandon is open to women 18 years 
and older living in the Bandon area. The group is 
coordinated by the Bandon Chamber of Commerce; 
however, the chamber does not collect dues or retain 
any percentage of contributions. All donations are paid 
directly to the charities selected throughout the year.

INSPIRATION & HISTORY
Our group was inspired by 100 Women Who Care, 

a group founded in November of 2006 by Karen 
Dunigan of Jackson, Michigan, as a brilliantly simple 
way to raise money efficiently and quickly for local 
charities. Her group of 100 women, at their first one-
hour meeting, each wrote a check for $100 directly to 
the charity, raising $10,000 to buy 300 new baby cribs 
for an organization in their city. 

Since then, they have grown to over 200 members 
and Women Who Care chapters are forming all 
over North America.

LOCAL GIVING
100 Strong Bandon represents women committed 

to financial support of charitable organizations serving 
Bandon area residents. Every member can nominate a 
local 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 

We get together 4 times a year for a one-hour 
meeting, learn about local charities, and each 
donate $50 (or more) to the charity selected by the 

group, for a total gift of $5,000+ each quarter. 
Meetings are scheduled the third Wednesday of 
May, August and November 2017, 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. at 
various locations in Bandon.

LEARN MORE & JOIN
Find more information, including group guidelines 

and tips for nominating an eligible charity, online at 
bandon.com/100-strong. 

Complete a membership form online, or complete 
a membership form in person at the Bandon Chamber 
of Commerce.

Women invited to join 100 Strong Bandon
Giving circle for local charitable impact

Oregon Sea Grant and the 
Oregon State University Extension 
Service have hired an outdoor 
recreation expert from Texas to 
boost tourism along Oregon’s 
southern coast.

Now based in Bandon, Miles 
Phillips comes to OSU from Texas 
A&M University Extension, where he 
brought together elements of the 

agriculture, forestry, natural resources and adventure 
industries to create a cohesive and sustainable 
tourism program. He worked to broaden traditional 
tourism to encompass such diverse activities as 
hunting, visiting pumpkin patches, landscape painting 
and kayaking. He’ll use a similar approach in Oregon.

His top priority is to use Extension’s research- and 
outreach-based approach to combine the many arms 
of the tourism industry into one alliance that brings 
visitors to the southern Oregon coast, improves the 
economy and promotes conservation of its natural 
resources.

“This is a great example of how Extension plays 
a role in the changing economy and changing 
demographics across the state,” said Phillips, who has 
been the chairman of the National Extension Tourism 
Design Team for four years. “Outdoor recreation is a 
big part of the mix.”

From OSU Extension press release by Kym Pokorny. 
Read the full article online:

bandon.com/osu-extension-tourism

OSU Extension Service hires outdoor recreation expert
Meet Miles Phillips, Associate Professor of Tourism and Business Development and featured 
2017 Bandon Chamber Professional Enrichment presenter
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