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Your 2014 Cranberry Festival 
committee is rounding up a 
whole lot of tradition and a few 
surprises. So grab the bull by 
the horns and hang on for a 
fun-filled festival ride! 
 This year, our traditional parade 
honors two grand marshals who 
have contributed to Bandon's 
economic development and 
community vitality:  
 Melody Gillard-Juarez, 
Executive Director, Southern Coos 
Health Foundation; and Joseph Bain, owner of Bain Insurance. 
 What's new? How about a little dancing in the street! Look for the main stage 
under the Second Street Old Town welcome arch. 
 As always, the committee offers a hearty thank-you to the sponsors, 
volunteers and participating organizations who make the festival possible  
 Your 2014 Cranberry Festival Court, shown clockwise from left, Annmarie 
Pickett, Anna Taylor, Paige Smith, Liza-May Skeie, and Makenzie Basey. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bandon Visitors Center 
300 Second Street  
Bandon, Oregon 
541-347-9616 
bandon.com 
 
Open All Year 
10 AM to 5 PM 

1:30 to 5 PM Sunday 
 
2014-15 Officers 
President 
Margaret Pounder 
 
Vice President 
Peter Braun 
 
Secretary 
Angela Cardas 
 
Treasurer 
Cathy Underdown 
 
Past President 
Bart Stein 
 
2014-15 Directors 
Joseph Bain 
Dan Barnett 
Peter Bauer 
Steve Dimock 
Marc Dryden 
Melody Gillard-Juarez 
Chris Powell 
Kevin Shaw 
Matthew Whitmer 
 
Executive Director 
Julie Miller 
 
Legal Counsel 
Robert S. Miller III 
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Get your Cranberry Festival Apparel at Freedom Graphics! 
Early-Bird discount for Bandon Chamber Members, August 11 – September 5 

$10 short sleeve T, $12 long sleeve T, $23 sweatshirt; Adult sizes S – 2X in stock 
Regular price: $12 short sleeve T, $15 long sleeve T, $28 sweatshirt 

240 Highway 101, Bandon    541-329-0495 
 



                Bandon Oregon Chamber of Commerce Newsletter::August/September 2014                         3 

1

Did you know . . . ? A parade was not part of 
the first Cranberry Festival.  
 The parade was added in 1948, the second 
year of Bandon’s Cranberry Festival.  
 The first festival was put together in the fall of 
1947. An article in the October 9, 1947 Western 
World invited the heads of all the organizations in 
the community to a meeting to hear a proposal 
about a Cranberry Festival. 
 A week later, the Western World reported that 
the Cranberry Festival Association had been 
formed, officers elected and the festival date set for 
November 14 and 15.  
 A full page ad in the October 30th Western 
World advertised the “Big Three Events” to make up 
the first cranberry celebration: the queen coronation 
and ball, the Cranberry Bowl football game and the 
Cranberry Festival dance to be held at The Barn. 
  A parade was not on the agenda. 
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  Ruth Kreutzer was crowned the first Cranberry Queen in a coronation held in the elementary school 
gym and attended by 700 people. 
 Myrtle Creek edged out Bandon, 13-9, in a football game to determine which team would represent 
Coos, Curry and Douglas counties in the state B-League football playoffs. 
 At halftime, the new Cranberry Bowl Athletic Field west of the elementary school, being used for the 
first time that season, was dedicated to Bandon High School. Previous football seasons had been played in 
the City Park. 
 The parade was added to the second Cranberry Festival. The festival was again held in November to 
mark the end of the cranberry harvest. 
 A headline in the November 11 Western World read, “Firemen Add Thrills To Large Parade.” 
 Thirty entries, including floats, horses, and farm equipment, formed near the Coast Guard Station. 
 The VFW posts in Bandon and Coquille provide the parade’s color guard. Lou Wright conducted the 
Bandon High marching band. 
 Judy Brown, later Bandon’s Mayor Judy Densmore, won an award for the best children’s entry with her 
decorated tricycle.  
 Queen Lois Blakely and her Cranberry Court rode in a Packard convertible driven by Martin Krannick. 
 About the time the parade reached Lloyd’s Café, a box in the street was set on fire and the fire 
department provided, “a Keystone Comedy style demonstration of how not to put out a fire,” according to 
the Western World. 

 “The smoke eaters put on a wild show with 
men running up ladders with disconnected lengths 
of hose, etc. in a mock effort to squelch the blaze,” 
reported the November 11 Western World. 
 A set of photographs recently donated to the 
Bandon Historical Society Museum by Carol 
Vedder documents the first Cranberry parade. 
Events have been added, the dates have 
changed, but the parade has been a part of the 
Bandon Cranberry Festival since 1948. 
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SAVE THE DATE! 



                Bandon Oregon Chamber of Commerce Newsletter::August/September 2014                         5 

Wild Rivers Coast Alliance 
Title Sponsor 

 
Premier Insurance Group 

Festival Market 
 

Bandon Dunes Golf Resort 
Music 

 
SeaPort Airlines 

Cranberry Eating Contest 
 

Bandon Ocean Spray Growers 
Queen of the Kitchen Food Fair 

 
Bain Insurance 

Music 
 

Edward Jones Investments 
Music 

 
Bandon Golf Supply 

Court Scholarship 
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Additional Sponsors 
 
Bandon Coffee Café  
Bandon Family Dental 
Bandon Fish Market 
Bandon Fitness Center 
Bandon Inn 
Bandon Mercantile Company 
Bandon Professional Center 
Bandon True Value Hardware 
Bandon Vision Center 
Bay Area Copier Company 
Best Western Inn at Face Rock 
Big Wheel General Store 
Billy Smoothboars 
Cardas Audio 
Cardas Photography 
Charts, Maps & Graphics, Ned Reed 
Coastline Auto Body 
The Cobbler's Bench  
Comspan Communications 
Coos Curry Electric Cooperative 
Devon’s Boutique 
Edgewaters Restaurant 
Esscents Candles & Accessories 
Face Rock Creamery 
Freedom Graphics 
Golder's NAPA Auto Parts 
Goddard Energy 
Hennick’s Home Center  
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Juul Insurance Agency 
The Liquor and Cigar Store 
Lord Bennett's Restaurant 
MaryAnn Soukup, CPA 
Masons, Bandon no. 130 
The Minute Café  
Norris the Tailor 
Pacific View 
Painted Zebra Designs 
Port of Bandon  
    Economic Development Fund 
Robin's View 
Riverview Kennels 
Sea Star Guesthouse 
Second Street Gallery 
Sharen C. Strong, D.M.D.  
Shindler’s Health Mart Pharmacy 
Southern Coos Health Foundation 
Sunset Oceanfront Lodging 
Sweet Insurance Agency, LLC 
Tony’s Crab Shack 
Truffles! 
Umpqua Bank 
U.S. Cellular 
U.S. Survey Supply 
Wheelhouse Restaurant and  
   Crow's Nest Lounge 
William H. Smith Trucking 

Contributed Images: cover, Bandon Historical Society photos: VFW color guard; youngsters Dayton Turner, Hank 
Dufort and Judy Brown; 1948 Cranberry Queen Lois Blakely and Court, Martin Krannick driving; festival graphic by 
Freedom Graphics; page 2 Cardas Photography; page 3 Bandon Historical Society; page 4 Geneva Miller; page 5 
graphic by Wild Rivers Coast Alliance. BCC Newsletter © 2014 Bandon Oregon Chamber of Commerce 

 

The Bandon Cranberry Festival Committee and Bandon Chamber of Commerce are pleased to 
thank Wild Rivers Coast Alliance for title sponsorship in 2014.  

 Wild Rivers Coast Alliance is the philanthropic 
organization associated with Bandon Dunes Golf Resort. The 
alliance awarded grants to 19 organizations operating in Coos 
and Curry counties in 2013.  
 The Cranberry Festival is one of several projects awarded 
alliance funding for sustainable tourism. Other recipients 
include the City of Gold Beach, Friends of the South Slough, 
Oregon Institute of Marine Biology, Oregon State University 
Sea Grant, Port Orford Main Street, and Washed Ashore Art to 
Save the Sea. 
 All net proceeds from the Bandon Preserve course are 
dedicated to grant making by the alliance. Together with 
national, regional and individual funders, WRCA supports 
projects that promote working landscapes, working seascapes, 
community development and tourism on Oregon's south coast. 
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SeaPort	  Airlines	  teams	  up	  with	  
the	  Bandon	  Cranberry	  Festival	  
	  
Enter	  the	  Cranberry	  Eating	  Contest	  	  
to	  Win	  2	  Round-‐Trip	  Airline	  Tickets	  

2	  PM	  Saturday	  and	  Sunday,	  Sept	  13,	  14	  
Old	  Town	  Festival	  Market	  Main	  Stage	  
	  
	   One grand prize winner receives two airline 
vouchers valued at $500 each, good anywhere 
SeaPort flies.  
 Visit seaportair.com for travel routes, flight 
schedules and availability. No cash value for 
vouchers. 
	  
	  

BANDON CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 
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Hummingbirds of the Oregon Coast 
Free Summer Lecture Series 
Friday, August 22, 6 PM 
Port of Bandon Boardwalk Picnic Shelter 
 
Bandon's Alive After 5 
Fridays, August 15, September 19, October 17 
5 to 7:30 PM, Old Town Bandon 
 
Annual Bandon Crab Derby 
July 1 through September 15 
Derby Winner Drawing 
Sunday, September 14, 12 PM  
Tony's Crab Shack, 155 First St SE, Old Town 
 
Port of Bandon Year of the Horse  
Boardwalk Art Show 
Through September 15 
Vote for your favorites at  
Bandon Bait and Tackle, 110 First St SE, Old Town 
 
More events at bandon.com 


